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A  special thank you to all who 

attended our September 17th 

meeting.  Again with many thanks, our 

Vice President Stan Hazlak led the 

meeting in my absence with great dignity 

and honor.   

 I would also like to thank our 

distinguished speaker, Professor Robert L. 

Middlekauff, the author of The Glorious 

Cause: The American Revolution, 1763-

1789 and other books, for coming and 

sharing with us the legends, myths, and 

realities connected to the American 

Revolution.   

 The chapter will be holding a 

board  meeting following our monthly 

meeting on October 22nd, so the 

members of the board are requested to 

remain after the regular meeting so we 

can discuss future events.  The board 

meeting is open to guests interested in 

the future direction of our chapter.  We 

welcome all ideas on how to recruit new 

chapter officers, and fill open 

committees.  The chapter is only as 

strong as the members who volunteer 

their time and talent to grow the chapter, 

and make it prosper.  Please consider 

volunteering — no contribution is too 

small.   

 Reminder that the California 

Society will be holding its Board of 

Managers Meeting in Burlingame in 

November.  Please consider attending 

and participating.  It is a great chance to 

meet compatriots from the state and 

national societies.  

  — Stephen Tucker, President 

President’s Notes 
Bob Steuben, Professor Middlekauff & Vice President Stan Hazlak 



 Washington, and his PhD from Yale 

University.  After serving in the US 

Marine Corps as an officer, he came 

to the University of California, 

Berkeley in 1964.  Professor 

Middlekauff is the author of a 

number of books, including The 

Glorious Cause: The American 

Revolution, 1763-1789, which was a 

finalist for a Pulitzer Prize; and his 

most recent book, Washington’s 

Revolution: The Making of America’s 

First Leader.  Professor Middlekauff 

was Director of the Huntington 

Library and Botanical Gardens in San 

Marino, California, for four years, 

before returning to teaching and 

research.  Middlekauff is currently 

researching a book on Mark Twain in 

the post bellum period. 

Professor Middlekauff began 

his presentation on the legends, 

myths, and realities connected to 

the American Revolution.  He said 

there are myths associated with all 

great events in history.  For 

example, there is a myth that the 

United States defeated the British in 

the American Revolution because 

the British fought in the open and 

lined up for battle, while the 

Americans hid behind trees and 

buildings, and picked them off like 

sitting ducks.  There is also the myth 

that General Washington won the 

war single-handedly. In the musical 

1776, a somewhat jealous John 

Adams reflected: 

I'll not be in the history books. 

Only Franklin. Franklin did this, 

and Franklin did that, and 

Franklin did some other damn 

thing. Franklin smote the 

ground, and out sprang General 

Washington, fully grown and on 

his horse. Then Franklin 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter had 29 members 

and guests at its September 10, 

2016, regular meeting at the Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord, 

California.  Vice President Stan 

Hazlak called the meeting to order, 

and explained that President 

Stephen Tucker was absent because 

he was leading a funeral service for 

a missionary friend.  Vice President 

Hazlak introduced guests present – 

Past Vice President General Stephen 

Renouf, Past Vice President General 

Bob Ebert, CASSAR Vice President 

North Derek Brown, and guest 

speaker Professor Robert L. 

Middlekauff.  Everyone went around 

the room introducing themselves. 

Vice President Hazlak requested 

volunteers to help fill officer and 

committee chairman openings.  Vice 

President Hazlak called for a 

moment of silence in honor of those 

killed, hurt or otherwise affected by 

the Muslim terrorist attack on 

September 11, 2001.  Registrar Don 

Gurley presented a supplemental 

certificate to Compatriot Jeff Brown 

for his patriot ancestor Captain John 

Lyle (1736-1793).  Captain Lyle was 

born in Ireland, and enlisted in the 

Virginia Militia during the war. 

Following lunch, Compatriot 

Bob Steuben introduced our guest 

speaker – Professor Robert L. 

Middlekauff, a professor emeritus of 

colonial and early United States 

history at the University of 

California, Berkeley.  He received his 

BA from the University of 
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electrified him with that 

miraculous lightning-rod of his, 

and the three of them–Franklin, 

Washington, and the horse–

conducted the entire War for 

Independence all by themselves. 

Franklin said of John Adams, “I am 

persuaded, however, that he means 

well for his Country, is always an 

honest Man, often a wise one, but 

sometimes, and  in some things, 

absolutely out of his senses.”   

 A persistent myth is that the 

American Revolution is similar to the 

modern colonial revolts and 

revolutions in the 19th and 20th 

centuries in Africa, Asia and Latin 

America of colonial peoples (mostly 

natives) against foreign powers.  The 

American Revolution does not fit 

this model for three primary 

reasons.  Firstly, the population of 

the 13 British Colonies was about 

2.5 million, and was mostly 

composed of British, Irish and other 

European-descended people, rather 

than being composed primarily of 

responded with the creation of the 

Continental Congress in 1774.  The 

war began in the following year at 

Concord and Lexington.  The 

American Revolution was primarily a 

political/constitutional revolution, 

and revolved around the question of 

how a free people should be 

governed.  This political philosophy 

culminated in the Constitutional 

Convention of 1787. 

 The British blundered in the 

conduct of the war – the British 

Army was commissioned to put 

down a revolt without worrying 

about the civilian collateral damage, 

and they failed to cope with the 

unexpected civilian opposition.  The 

Americans were fighting with a 

different sense of political reality – 

they were a free people (but not an 

independent people), and they 

would fight a war for independence 

to maintain their freedoms.  General 

George Washington had a new type 

of war to fight – one that involved all 

Americans, not just professional 

soldiers.  People were conscripted 

into the Continental Army, but 

rather than merely fighting for pay, 

they were fighting for a cause, and 

being led by men who deeply 

believed in the cause.  For example, 

in July 1775, General Washington 

was faced with the threat of the 

resignation of Brigadier General 

John Thomas.  Congress was trying 

to have no more than one major 

general from each state, so Brigadier 

General Thomas was passed over for 

a less qualified candidate.  With his 

honor wounded, he was determined 

to resign.  General Washington 

implored him to reconsider – this 

was a different type of war, and was 

more important than any one man’s 

aboriginal peoples.  Secondly, the 

colonies were economically 

prospering in the British Empire – 

2/3 of the ships in the Imperial trade 

were constructed in American ports.  

Thirdly, the 13 British Colonies 

governed themselves.  Colonial 

assemblies were elected with a 

broader franchise than existed in 

England, and passed legislation 

regarding taxes, issuing currency, 

police powers, local courts, and 

colonial militias.  They basically ran 

their own local affairs, and deferred 

to the British for foreign affairs.  This 

was not a case of a foreign power 

ruthlessly exploiting subject colonial 

peoples.  The 13 colonies had a 

powerful economy – the per capita 

income of colonials was greater than 

that of British people. 

 The freedom and prosperity 

came to an end after the Seven 

Years War/French and Indian War in 

the 1760’s.  The French threat was 

removed from Continental America, 

and the British attempted to 

reorganize their American colonies.  

The English Parliament attempted to 

tax the colonies to help defray the 

heavy costs of the war.  While the 

American colonies often voluntarily 

contributed to the British military, 

they were not forced to do so in the 

past.  The British also attempted to 

control the trade of the colonies by 

using the Board of Trade to make 

the colonies profitable for Britain.  

The British attempts to assert direct 

control over the colonies resulted in 

conflicts with the colonial 

governments, and led to the 

Coercive Acts.  The Americans 

Registrar Gurley presents 
Supplemental to Jeff Brown 



sense of entitlement.  The 

conscience of one man was not 

important in such a glorious cause – 

the object of which is not 

conquering territory, but defense of 

all that was important.  He said 

every man held a key role in the 

conflict, regardless of his position.  

General Thomas was basically 

shamed into remaining in the Army. 

 General Washington often 

stressed the Providential nature of 

the war, which required a great 

commitment to the divine cause – 

greater than any other commitment 

in public or private life.  The British 

fought an old war against an 

opponent with a conscripted army 

with a divine cause and purpose.  

The focus on defense of rights and 

freedom was the difference which 

led to the British defeat and the 

creation of an American Republic.   

 Professor Middlekauff had a 

question and answer session after 

his presentation.  He explained his 

new book on George Washington 

emphasizes his growth as a man, 

and as a military man.  Washington 

rose from a small plantation family, 

and overcame the loss of his father 

at a young age.  Washington had to 

join the military to get into Virginia 

society, and it took him great effort 

to do so.  He entered Virginia society 

by merit rather than by inheritance.  

He grew into his leadership position 

– in the Virginia militia, by 

observation, reading and conversing 

with officers, he learned military 

leadership.  He originally wanted to 

get a commission in the British 

regular army, but fortunately they 

rejected him.  He was available to be 

given command of the Continental 

Army, and was instrumental in 

1875, which later became the 

California Society of the Sons of the 

American Revolution in 1889.  There 

will also be an optional tour of San 

Francisco City Hall, completed in 

1915 during the 1912-1931 term of 

Mayor “Sunny Jim” Rolph.  Secretary 

Renouf also announced that 

President General Mike Tomme 

would be leading an SAR Trip from 

May 4 to 13, 2017.  There will be 

two nights in Quebec City, Canada; 

two nights in Montreal, Canada; one 

night in Burlington, VT; three nights 

in Lake George, NY; and 1 night in 

Albany, NY.  This roughly follows the 

path of British General John 

Burgoyne from Quebec City to his 

defeat at Saratoga, and will end with 

a celebration at Albany, the 

unachieved objective of Burgoyne’s 

campaign.  We will be dedicating 

two SAR markers on the trip.  

Interested parties should contact 

Secretary Renouf for information.   

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary 

U RGENT!  Compatriot Don 

Gurley is working on the 

Nominating Committee Report for 

2017 Chapter Officers.  We are in 

need of volunteers to fill officer and 

committee chairman positions.  

Most positions require a minimal 

devotion of time, but are critical to 

the health of the chapter.  We are 

especially in need of a Sergeant-At-

Arms, who keeps the chapter flags, 

and brings them to monthly 

meetings.  If you can help in any 

way, please contact Registrar Don 

Gurley at poobear123@astound.net.  

Elections will be held at the 

November Meeting, with new 

officers taking office in January.   

keeping the army together.  He also 

had great political instincts, and 

could effectively deal with the 

military and the colonial legislatures.  

Before the war, he became a land 

owner, and built up a respectable 

amount of wealth before marrying 

the wealthy widow Martha 

Dandridge Custis in 1759.  A few 

compatriots mentioned that they 

were at Berkeley too early or too 

late to have Middlekauff as a 

professor.  Joy Renouf noted that 

Secretary Stephen Renouf took a 

class with Professor Middlekauff, 

and that she had audited the class 

with him.  Professor Middlekauff 

responded that Stephen learned 

more than just history in his class.  

Vice President Stan Hazlak 

presented Professor Middlekauff 

with the SAR Certificate of 

Appreciation for his presentation. 

Vice President Stan Hazlak 

announced that the next meetings 

would be on October 22, 2016 and 

on November 19, 2016 at the Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord.  

CASSAR Vice President North Derek 

Brown discussed the SAR Youth 

Programs, and encouraged everyone 

to find candidates for our chapter.  

He also announced the upcoming 

California Society meeting at the 

Hilton SF Airport Bayfront in 

Burlingame on November 4-5, 2016.  

Secretary Stephen Renouf noted 

that, in conjunction with the CASSAR 

Meeting in Burlingame, there would 

be an optional wreath laying 

ceremony in Colma at the grave of 

Dr. James Cogswell, the founder of 

the Sons of Revolutionary Sires in 

2017 Chapter Officers 
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Leadership Meeting 
Louisville, Kentucky 

CALIFORNIA DELEGATION CONVENES FOR DINNER 

GENERAL NATHANAEL GREENE ADVISES PRESIDENT GENERAL MIKE TOMME 



GENERAL NATHANAEL GREENE, THE FIGHTING QUAKER 



                              Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:   Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA    94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

             

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

             

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

OCTOBER 2016 

Deadline: 18 October 2016 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna 

$20 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, 22 October 2016 

 

Programme:  

Zack McDowell, Better Business Bureau, “Fighting Fraud 101.”  Zack McDowell of the BBB 
will tell us how we can fight fraud and protect ourselves in the era of cybercrime.  Come 
join us for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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Quote of the Month 
“Almighty God hath created the Mind free . . . all attempts to influence it by 
temporal punishments . . . tend only to beget habits of hypocrisy and 
meanness, and are a departure from the plan of the Holy Author of our 
Religion . . . no man shall be compelled to frequent or support any religious 
worship, place, or ministry whatsoever, nor shall be enforced, restrained, 
molested, or burthened in his body or goods, nor shall otherwise suffer, on 
account of his religious opinions or belief; but that all men shall be free to 
profess, and by argument to maintain, their opinions in matters of religion.” 
     — Thomas Jefferson, VA Statue for Religious Freedom, 1785. 
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141st Annual Fall Board of Managers Meeting 
of the

California Society, Sons of the American Revolution
November 4-6, 2016

Hosted by the Gold Country Chapter

Meeting Reservation Form

Name:

Chapter:

Address:

City/Zip:

Spouse/Guest:

Title:

Telephone:

Email:

Arriving:   _____  Thursday, Nov 4              _____  Friday, Nov 5           ____ Saturday, Nov 6
Registration is $175.00 per person by Oct 13, 2016 or $195.00 after October 13.  
The fee includes meeting, Saturday luncheon, and Saturday Dinner Banquet.

Number of Registrants:    ______ @ $175       Late Registrations: ______ @ $195          Total: _____________

Optional Friday Dinner at Broadway Prime:  ______@ $60 each  
Not included in registration Food is prime rib with mashed potatoes, creamed corn, English baked popover, 
salad, and dessert. Limited to 40 people.

Non-registered Saturday Luncheon:    ______ @ $45 each
Non-registered Saturday Dinner Banquet:    ______ @ $70 each

Total Amount Enclosed: __________
Checks should be payable to Gold Country Chapter SAR and mailed with this registration form to:

Dave Gilliard, 5701 Lonetree Blvd, Ste 301, Rocklin, CA 95765
Questions: Contact Ron Barker at ron0729con@comcast.net or (530) 852-2127

San Francisco Airport Hilton
600 Airport Blvd, Burlingame, CA 94010

Special SAR Room Rate of $149 available until Oct. 13, 2016. Book early to ensure availability.
Call (866) 324-6914 and ask for the California SAR discount rate.

Rooms are also available on their website: https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_gi_new&groupID=62782517

www.CaliforniaSAR.org

Please mark your meal choices:
Saturday Luncheon

_______  Turkey Club

_______  Bow Tie Pasta

Saturday Dinner Banquet

_______ Grilled Chicken

_______  Gorgonzola/White Truffle Ravioli (V)

*** Special vegetarian/dietary accommodations available upon advanced request. ***

Registration fee is high as we have to pay for the meeting and dining rooms



Friday business meeting begins at 9:00 a.m.

Friday afternoon, we will have a wreath laying 
at the grave of Dr. James Lafayette Cogswell, 
founder of The Sons of Revolutionary Sires 
which became the Sons of the American 
Revolution.

After the wreath laying, there are two options:

• Breakout sessions, with possible topics 
of retention, the new SAR website and 
registrars, chapter reconciliation report and 
color guard.

• Carpool for tour of San Francisco City Hall, 
plus shopping in the city if time permits.

Friday evening, optional dinner at a local restaurant

Saturday, meetings resume at 9:00 a.m., luncheon, speaker TBA, evening banquet.

Questions: Contact Ron Barker (530) 205-9581, ron0729con@comcast.net

Meeting Overview

Dr. James L Cogswell
Founder, Sons of Revolutionary Sires
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